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SUBJECT: HABIB-HEDDA MEETING OF FEBRUARY 28, 1977 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR HEDDA, UNDER 
SECRETARY HABIB PROPOSED DEFERRING JOINT COMMISSION MEETING 
UNTIL AUTUMN. HE NOTED THAT AUTUMN TIMING WAS BETTER SUIT- 
ED TO OUR BUDGET CYCLE, AND MEETING THIS SPRING WOULD ONLY 
BE A REPETITION OF LAST FALL'S DISCUSSION ON ECONOMIC RELA- 
TIONS. HABIB SPOKE OF POSSIBLY ARRANGING A BRIEF VISIT TO 
TUNISIA, IN THE COURSE OF A TRIP TO NORTH AFRICA WHICH HE 
MAY BE TAKING LATER IN THE SPRING. HEDDA WELCOMED THIS 
POSSIBILITY. CONVERSATION ALSO COVERED RESULTS OF SECRETARY 
VANCE’S MIDDLE EAST TRIP, POSSIBLE VISIT TO US BY PRIME 
MINISTER NOUIRA, US AID TO TUNISIA, AND RELATIONS WITH 
LIBYA. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. NOUIRA VISIT: AFTER BRIEFING HEDDA ON SECRETARY'S TRIP, 
HABIB TOLD HEDDA THAT WE WERE CONSIDERING AN INVITATION TO 
PM NOUIRA, BUT COULD NOT BE CERTAIN WHEN UE WOULD HAVE A 
GREEN LIGHT TO SEND IT, BECAUSE OF THE MANY PRESSING RE- 
QUESTS FOR EARLY STAFF MEETINGS NOW BEING SORTED OUT BY THE 
WHITE HOUSE STAFF. 
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3. US AID TO TUNISIA: HABIB REGRETFULLY INFORMED HEDDA 
THAT TUNISIA DOES NOT MEET CRITERIA FOR US SECURITY 
SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE, WHICH IS DESIGNED FOR COUNTRIES IN 
CRISIS SITUATIONS, WHERE THE DEMANDS ARE GREAT, AND IN 
MOST CASES WHERE THE PER CAPITA INCOME IS VERY LOW. 
HEDDA ACKNOLWEDGED THIS DECISION, BUT EXPRESSED DISAP- 
POINTMENT THAT US AID CONGRESSIONAL PRESENTATION FOR FY 
1978 DID NOT SHOW INCREASE IN REGULAR DEVELOPMENT ASSIST- 
ANCE LEVELS OVER CURRENT ESTIMATES FOR FY 1977 AID. 

HABIB PROMISED TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION WITH AID. 

4. LIBYA: REPLYING TO QUESTION BY HEDDA, HABIB SAID WE 
DO NOT SEE NEED FOR CONCILIATORY GESTURE TOWARDS LIBYA, 
IN VIEW OF QADHAFI'S BEHAVIOR TOWARD EGYPT, SUDAN, AND 
TUNISIA, AND HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH IDI AMIN. HEDDA IN- 
QUIRED ABOUT REPORTS OF LIBYAN ACQUISITION OF MIG-25'S 
AND SOVIET SUBMARINES, AND HABIB ASKED NEA TO GET AN 
INTELLIGENCE REPORT ON THIS MATTER. 

5. MEMCON FOLLOWS BY POUCH. 
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TAGS: EAID, TS, US 

SUBJECT: HABIB-HEDDA MEETING OF FEBRUARY 28, 1977 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR HEDDA, UNDER 
SECRETARY HABIB PROPOSED DEFERRING JOINT COMMISSION MEETING 
UNTIL AUTUMN. HE NOTED THAT AUTUMN TIMING WAS BETTER SUIT- 
ED TO OUR BUDGET CYCLE, AND MEETING THIS SPRING WOULD ONLY 
BE A REPETITION OF LAST FALL'S DISCUSSION ON ECONOMIC RELA- 
TIONS. HABIB SPOKE OF POSSIBLY ARRANGING A BRIEF VISIT TO 
TUNISIA, IN THE COURSE OF A TRIP TO NORTH AFRICA WHICH HE 
MAY BE TAKING LATER IN THE SPRING. HEDDA WELCOMED THIS 
POSSIBILITY. CONVERSATION ALSO COVERED RESULTS OF SECRETARY 
VANCE'S MIDDLE EAST TRIP, POSSIBLE VISIT TO US BY PRIME 
MINISTER NOUIRA, US AID TO TUNISIA, AND RELATIONS WITH 
LIBYA. 
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2. NOUIRA VISIT: AFTER BRIEFING HEDDA ON SECRETARY'S TRIP, 
HABIB TOLD HEDDA THAT WE WERE CONSIDERING AN INVITATION TO 
PM NOUIRA, BUT COULD NOT BE CERTAIN WHEN UE WOULD HAVE A 
GREEN LIGHT TO SEND IT, BECAUSE OF THE MANY PRESSING RE- 
QUESTS FOR EARLY STAFF MEETINGS NOW BEING SORTED OUT BY THE 
WHITE HOUSE STAFF. 

3. US AID TO TUNISIA: HABIB REGRETFULLY INFORMED HEDDA 
THAT TUNISIA DOES NOT MEET CRITERIA FOR US SECURITY 
SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE, WHICH IS DESIGNED FOR COUNTRIES IN 
CRISIS SITUATIONS, WHERE THE DEMANDS ARE GREAT, AND IN 
MOST CASES WHERE THE PER CAPITA INCOME IS VERY LOW. 

HEDDA ACKNOLWEDGED THIS DECISION, BUT EXPRESSED DISAP- 
POINTMENT THAT US AID CONGRESSIONAL PRESENTATION FOR FY 
1978 DID NOT SHOW INCREASE IN REGULAR DEVELOPMENT ASSIST- 
ANCE LEVELS OVER CURRENT ESTIMATES FOR FY 1977 AID. 

HABIB PROMISED TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION WITH AID. 

4. LIBYA: REPLYING TO QUESTION BY HEDDA, HABIB SAID WE 
DO NOT SEE NEED FOR CONCILIATORY GESTURE TOWARDS LIBYA, 

IN VIEW OF QADHAFI'S BEHAVIOR TOWARD EGYPT. SUDAN, AND 
TUNISIA, AND HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH IDI AMIN. HEDDA IN- 
QUIRED ABOUT REPORTS OF LIBYAN ACQUISITION OF MIG-25'S 
AND SOVIET SUBMARINES, AND HABIB ASKED NEA TO GET AN 
INTELLIGENCE REPORT ON THIS MATTER. 

5. MEMCON FOLLOWS BY POUCH. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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